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was to be weighed agaist the strength of the army
that Egypt could afford to keep on the bank of the
Euphrates. The Egyptian queen Halshcpsut, des-
pite her bravedo and masculine aIIire, was, after all,
a woman given to the luxuries of the harem and was
naturally more interested in the glory of commercial
and exploratory expeditions nearer home, or, at any
rate-, in what the danger of warfare listed least than
in donning the battle habitJ Her half-brolher Tho-
thmes languished in his inactive state of wailessness
and fretted in silence while enemies on the Kuphr.iU-s
federated and mustered strong for a trial of strength
with a country whose royal reins were held in the lender
fingers of a slim woman.
At last the queen died and Thoihmcs HI ascended
the throne, which he had been only sharing with her
until now, and assumed undivided power. Kor mosl
of the period of his rule the emperor kepi on campaign**
ing and his epigraphical record ou the wall of the
corridor of the great temple of Amen in Kaniak, the
most graphic of the Egyptian records,, details the inci-
dents of his continuous punitive and predatory en-
gagements.
Thothmes crossed the desert year after year to
the land of the enemies abroad and made them lick
the dust of their own soil. As many as seventeen
military expeditions to western Asia were undertaken
by him most of which have found detailed mention
in the inscription. Tributes,, rich and varied, poured
into the royal coffers of Egypt. Enemies organ imi
revolt after revolt but the strong hand of the Egyptian
monarch dealt the necessary blow to sclttter the- con-
federation of the foes. March agaiusl one organImt
by the king of Kadesh has been very vividly described
by the records. The enemy lay at Meftkldo awaiting
the arrival of the Egyptian army* While in die
town of Yehana the latter argued agumst the chumrs
of a march on the enemy who had taken position ou